
Buried With Christ
(Rom 6:4)

● Remember the context of this entire section is still the assurance of the believer 
due to justification by faith

● Paul has specifically been detailing that assurance based upon union with Christ 
beginning at Rom 5:10

I. Paul is answering the charge of antinomianism in v.1
A) The answer is given in one complete statement in v.2

1. Rom 6:3-5- General explanation of his answer
i. Rom 6:6-10- Detailed explanation

B) We are joined (baptized/changed) to Christ and are therefore participants in all 
that happened to Him, in the same way we became participants of all that 
happened in Adam

C) It is of the utmost importance that we keep before us what the apostle is doing;
he is not talking about experience here, or something we “ought to do”
1. This is the common interpretation of this chapter, where at meetings 

believers are urged to “crucify the flesh”, or to “receive the 2nd work of 
grace,” or told “you need to die with Christ to have all the true blessings”
i. Gal 2:20- So commonly used by those in the meetings, as a thing that 

Paul was saying we needed to do or experience
a) But in Gal ch 2, Paul is standing up and proving the doctrine of 

justification by faith at the time when Peter and Barnabas were 
distorting that truth, sanctification was nowhere in the context

b) Peter was erring on the one true gospel, not lacking a “2nd work of 
grace”

2. Paul is not describing in Rom 6 something subjective that each believer 
needs to obtain, He is speaking about what has already happened in Christ 
and is already applied to ALL true believers
i. This is a judicial fact, not a feeling or experience in the same way that 

our position in Adam was judicial
a) I didn’t “feel” I sinned with Adam, it was a fact that is later proven 

true by the outworking of his nature in me
1) The exact same is true of everyone in union with Christ
2) We “died in/with Him” completely to the reign of sin

(a) Rom 6:10- Christ died unto sin once, and so has every believer
(b)Christ temporary relationship to the realm and sphere of sin is 

over, never to be repeated, therefore:
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II. Paul now adds “buried with Him” (we share in His death, also His burial)
A) Why specifically bring in “burial”?  What did Christ’s burial mean to Him?

1. Burial makes death official, it is the final proof of death and separation 
from this world
i. Christ’s burial was the ultimate statement that He had finished the work 

given Him in “this world”
a) Gal 4:4-5- No longer “under the Law”
b) Heb 2:9- No longer “lower than the angels”
c) Rom 6:10/Heb 9:28- Done with “sin and death”

2. 2 Cor 5:17- Believers are just as done with the reign of sin as Christ
i. We not only share in His death, but it is so certainly accounted to us that 

we are said to share in His burial as well
ii. Rom 5:21- Same statement
iii. Paul’s emphasis on “burial” because that puts a complete end to the old 

life
B) “By baptism into death” (spiritual union and not water)

1. If water baptism is meant here, then that means Christ’s death is only put to 
our account after baptism, that’s baptismal regeneration and justification by 
works

2. Paul also makes no correlation between being “plunged into water” like 
death
i. He is not referring to Christ’s water baptism, he is referring to His death 

which we have been made to partake of
III.Paul doesn’t stop with “buried” but goes on to Christ’s resurrection

A) Another “as…...even so” (the context since 5:10)
1. We are joined to Christ in His death and all that is true of it
2. We are joined to His burial and all that is true of it
3. We are joined to His resurrection and all that is true of it

B) What did resurrection mean to Christ and declare about Him?
1. Rom 6:4- It was by the glory (power) of the Father
2. Eph 1:19-20- Manifestation of the power of God

i. Resurrection proves God’s power over all, sin and even death
a) 1 Cor 15:56- Death is the ultimate manifestation of sin’s power

1) It is sin’s power that so many believers struggle to trust can be 
overcome in Christ
(a) Yet He has already overcome it!

b) Acts 2:24- Not possible for Him to be held in death (the reign of sin 
had no power over Him)
1) The Law could make no demands of Christ, He had fulfilled it
2) Rom 5:21- Same statement
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ii. Resurrection proves Christ is not only done forever with the realm of 
sin, but that He has entered into a new realm of eternal life
a) Rom 6:4- “Newness of Life”
b) He has forever departed one realm and entered another

1) Rom 6:9-10- Clear statement of this fact
c) John 17:5- Christ returned to glory

1) All that went before in the earthly life of Christ is done forever
(a) This is the exact thing we as believers need to realize about 

ourselves
(b)2 Cor 5:14-15- We live anew to serve Christ

IV.Practical application
A) Eph 1:19-20- Same power that raised Christ has raised the believer and is 

within him
1. Eph 2:4-6- “Quickened together with Christ”

i. This again is not an experience, it is a judicial fact about our relationship
and standing in Christ

B) Col 1:13- Believers are also in a new realm and sphere in Christ
1. Not “shall be” or “ought to be” or “can be”
2. Eph 2:6- Made to sit in heavenly places (KOG)

i. Believers are fully in the realm and kingdom of Christ and live on earth 
like colonists
a) 2 Cor 5:18-21- Ambassadors of Christ

C) This is all in the explanation of we “died to sin”
1. Now, how shall we continue in sin knowing and believing all this?

i. How could Lazarus go on in life after resurrection unaffected?
2. Rom 6:14- We shall not!!!!

i. We are the property of the King and the power is there, He simply will 
not allow His people to continue unchanged

ii. If we can, we had better examine ourselves
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